 WAKA POINT SCORE – 22ND JUNE 2009.
WOLLONGONG OR SOUTH THERE OF.

7.30AM.— A large crowd of brave souls had decided to ignore the     inclement weather and attend the 10th monthly point score of 2009.

14 of us even made the commitment to get out of bed and drive to Coniston main beach.
Well what do you know, its breaking and only two out, hell rip running across the front of the beach but some nice 1.5 to 2 metre waves pushing in. 

Albert agreed to go out as test pilot while the rest of us of us looked on in awe as he tore apart any wave that peaked near him. It was quickly decided that with Albert in such form that the rest of us didn’t stand much chance of gaining the glory of top WAKA for the day, so we quietly left in ones and twos so that no Albert wouldn’t notice and we headed south.

8.30am. Meet up at M & Ms, a local secret spot, 1.5kms north of Port Kembla main beach [ turn left at the Seniors high school]. It had a decent bank mid beach with no one out. WAKAs are go. Though we all parked on the opposite side of the road to confuse any new Aussies who might drive past. 

Managed to get ½ way through the heat draw when Albert turned up [amazing how he was able to notice that we had all left Conno, get out of the water and still be be able to track us down so quickly]. Thought of applying the late turn up, cut off rule, but that would have left Smurf out of 9 out of 10 point scores.

So it was left to Slats, Troy, Andy and Phil to kick us off..

Opens – heat 1.

Some nice rights peaking up in front of the tent with Slats showing his usual high standard and tearing it apart to get 1st, Andy was less than 1.00 point behind on all sheets to get a deserved 2nd. While Troy and Phil couldn’t find a decent second wave and came 3rd and 4th.

Heat 2. 

Albert, Liam, Beetle and Smurf take to the water. The tide was slowly running out making the inside sand bank a bit of a struggle to cross and was Liams down fall for this heat, so after getting pounded a few times decided to let his battle with Albert wait a bit longer and came in to take 4th. Albert started off with a 1 point ride, which gave a glimmer of hope to Beetle and Smurf who both took to it with 3 good scoring waves each, not to be out done by these lesser mortals Albert struck back the highest scoring waves of the heat to get 1st, Smurf showed his consistency to move into 2nd while Beetle could only watch on in awe and take 3rd [ and a place in the repo final] due to the fact that on the beach Tom  had no intension of even paddling out but was keeping it to his self as Smurf had done such a good job making up the draw.

Open - heat 3.
 A  4 man – 1 woman show down, except Tom had withdrawn and Steve followed suit thinking that as Tom pulled out 1st he could snare 13th, which he did. So that left Russ, Brian and  Kiya to amaze the gathering crowd with their prowess. Brian struggled a bit with the conditions after doing most of his surfing on the fabled reefs of the north and came in third, Kiya only managed 3 waves to Russes 6, but her 2nd place was good enough to progress to the WAKA SEMIS.
Open semi 1.- With the tide dropping and the wind increasing it was on to the semis. Russ, Slats and Smurf are up. Russ struggled with the shifting peaks and got 5 waves but couldn’t complete his manoeuvres, taking 3rd for his semi, Slats floaters vs. Smurfs cut backs with the occasional wiggle, saw them very close in the tallies,  but seeing as they were both into the final Slats got 1st as he got 9 waves to Smurfs 6.

Open semi 2.- Andy, Kiya and Albert do battle. Again Albert started off slow with a couple of 3 and 4s, leaving the gate open for Andy and Kiya to rip. Andy went for the big manoeuvres and would have pulled off a well deserved win if he didn’t finish off his floaters with face plants, but he got 2nd any way. Kiya heard Andys cry of” time to rip” but mis understood the call and sat in the rip instead, she still managed one good wave near the end of the heat but had moved so far south she paddled in and could have caught the bus back. That left it to Albert, who used the last 15 minutes to tear it apart, with his highest scoring wave right on the hooter and surprisingly get 1st.

REPO FINAL.  At last.  Brian, Troy, Phil, Beetle, Liam and Mal are go. Except Liam didn’t, after having it explained to him  that its all about numbers and that 6 is a good round number, he decided to take 6th and cheer on his old man instead. Mal followed the example of our intrepid Kiya and jumped into the rip and stayed there, 20 minutes of paddling saw him get a wave in, giving 5th in the Repos, and very sore arms. Beetle struggled with the close outs on the sand bank and couldn’t get his rhythm, only getting 2 waves and take 4th, Phil surfed well and consistent but that elusive big one was always a bit further up the beach giving him 3rd, leaving Troy and “ Rocks” to slug it out for 1st.  With them both getting 4 waves each it always going to be close, but age shone through a bit with Troys 4 waves being consistently a bit higher in score and gaining him the mantle of Repo No1.
Finally the final, final, yes the opens final.

Smurf, Slats, Andy and Albert were ready to go, but they had to stay and surf seeing as they had waited all day for this. Slats,Andy and Smurf started off cautiously and getting the hang of the shifting conditions, while Albert let loose with a 7 pointer then an 8. Surely he cant keep up this standard for the full 20 to 30 minutes [depending who is on the timer] and he didn’t as he followed them up with a 1.5. Yes Albert can fall off just like the rest of us, only with more style. With 30 waves in total between the 4 of them it’s was classic surf off, of course there can only be one winner and it was to be Alberts final with 3 of the 4 highest scoring waves. Slats came second  with one 8 pointer but wasn’t able to  follow up with a second big one, Andy tried every thing he could think of, even converting his thruster into a twin fin mid final, didn’t help that it was his outside fin that he removed, but was enough to give 3rd place. Smurfs style just didn’t suit the conditions and unusual for him he only got 6 waves. Still 4th in the open final is good points and theres a long way to go before the end of the year.
Well done to all that came along. Not just the finalists but every one that helps out during the day. Special thanks to Mal [and Liam], having driven all that way to catch one wave, but helping out with the judging and getting them to talk among themselves, giving us some very consistent judging.
.
