Sat. 8th March. 
WAKAS do Back Tracks. Warrilla. North Shellharbour and Warrilla again.

March point score.

 Meet at Back Tracks – be there by 7.20 am for a 7.30 start.

7.15 am small group already there, surf 1ft, on shore and high tide.
Andy and Troy sent off to check out North Shellharbour.

7.45 am Smurf arrives for the 7.30 start.

Andy not answering his phone [he must be driving back] so we head off to Warrilla, where there are some 2- 3ft waves mid beach and wind slightly cross shore, no one out so we have the beach to our selves. Decision made to go to Shellharbour. 
8.10am arrive at Shellharbour, Andy, Troy and Eric already there checking out conditions from out the back. [ Found out why Andy wasn’t answering his phone] few waves to be had, only set back was the 200 nippers setting up for a comp. Quick meeting of the committee of indecision and were back to Warrilla.

8.40am Set up and ready to go for our 7.30am start.

First heat in the water. Smurf, Oils, Brian and Eric are go. Eric borrows Abs  brand new board with instructions not to get it wet, which he followed to a T which was just as well, his sluggos didn’t have a cord and we didn’t need the controversy. Eric takes fourth. Oils realizes he can get equal third and follows Eric back to the tent. Brian took it to Smurf and was only 2 points behind on 1 sheet to take 2nd, with Smurf  getting first.

Opens heat 2 saw 5 paddle out with the wind slowly turning more on shore, Russell and Albert set the pace early with both getting some big scores, Troy decided that Russell had the local knowledge and decided to share his waves and take 5TH, Tom was out on his new “Drift” and was too busy feeling how much easier it was to paddle to actually bother catching any waves to take 4th, Russell knew he had some good points early and relaxed a bit to take 3rd and progress to the next opens round. Beetle and Albert slugged it out to take 2nd and 1st respectively. 
Round 3, another 5 man heat,  conditions still getting worse, Mal had a go but his ankle couldn’t take heavy paddle out and retired early to take 5th, Gaz had trouble reading the conditions and couldn’t find anything decent to take 4th, Graham struggled early but started firing late in the heat to get through with 3rd, which left it to Andy and Abs, Andy ended up getting 9 waves [ twice as many as the others] three of which he didn’t get smashed on to take a deserved 1st, while Abs was still getting the hang of his new board got to within 1 point of him to take 2nd.
Open Semi 1. Saw Smurf, Beetle, Graham and Andy hit the water, tide had really  started to run out was making the paddle out interesting with the sand bar getting heavy. Both Graham and Beetle found the going hard but were able to pick up a couple of waves and got 4th and 3rd respectively. Andy struggled a bit and only got 8 waves, out of which 2 were screamers but not quite good enough to get past Smurf who was able to get 5 high scoring waves and take out first.
Open semi 2. Didn’t think conditions could get much worse, but it did. Brian had a quick game of rock – paper – scissors with himself and lost, so he decided to with draw and have a couple of hot dogs instead. Abs went hard early, probably too hard as he only got 2 waves and took out 3rd, Russ went head to head, toe to toe, neck to neck even, with Albert through out the heat only to have Albert get one of the highest scoring waves of the day to get 1st, Russ was happy enough as he was into the OPEN FINAL.
Repo Final, finally. Eric was the first to pull out as he still couldn’t find a cord for his sluggos and they were only good for one duck dive, Oils realized he could get equal third and not even have to paddle out, Eric/ Oils 3rd. That left Tom and Troy to fight it out for the glory to be Repo champion, and fight it out they did, first they had to fight to get past the sand bank, Troy won that round, Tom used his local knowledge to go further down the beach and get smashed in the impact zone, then they had to fight the rip to get back up the beach to were the judges could see them. Finally it was a fight to get a wave that didn’t close out, Troy won that one as well to take out a well deserved first place. Tom was heard to say that he didn’t want to ding his new board in the close outs [ which he did any way while face planting the sand bar] The thought of a nice hot dog after the final helped to keep them going only to find that Russ had already reserved the last 6 for himself after the OPEN FINAL.
OPEN FINAL. At last.  We thought conditions couldn’t have gotten worse, well we were wrong, they did. Now it was howling on shore, low tide and passing showers. Not enough to stop our intrepid finalists. Andy struggled to only get 6 waves and take out 4th, Russell started off  well with a good wave but the thought of those half a dozen hot dogs waiting distracted him a bit and he had to settle for 3rd. Again it came to a battle between Albert and Smurf for the winner of the OPEN FINAL. Smurf was able to get the highest scoring wave but Albert was just too consistent and took 1st, with Smurf  a very close 2nd. 

Well done to all those that turned up, conditions were trying to say the least, not every one surfed the whole round but they did stay and help with judging and organizing which is always appreciated.

The next round is now officially going to be held fairly early one Sunday morning, probably in March, some where north of Wollongong. 
