[image: image1.jpg]P ¢ JA Benilall

° ol 2 o A

36th Anniversary




Pa and Ma Bendall Memorial Contest 2010

WindanSea Boardriders (Caloundra) held their 36th annual Pa and Ma Bendall Memorial Contest over the weekend of 20 and 21 February 2010. The club reinstated the kneeboard division in 2006.

The contest is traditionally held in mid-February as this is a relatively reliable swell window for up here with good prospects of tradewind swell or even the chance of cyclone generated swell.

The Contest Committee assessed conditions on Friday afternoon and as the swell and prevailing wind suited Moffats (a right hand pointbreak) the call was made to run there. There are over 100 entrants, so by agreement the Kneeboard Division runs its heats and semis at an adjacent break.

We had 16 starters and 3 standbys this year and decided on Ann Street reef, a triangular reef break about 1km north of Moffats. There was about 3 to 4ft of swell (odd bigger one) and a bit of water moving about. Wind was light offshore at first, went fresh onshore but backed off a bit later in the morning. 

Conditions were testing but we saw some good surfing with the lefts probably being the better option. Al Bruce (northern NSW) and Barry Mantel (ex South Africa, now Sunshine Coast) surfed well in their semis having won their heats but couldn't find that one good wave needed to progress. Micheal Watkins (Brisbane) surfed consistently and place third in his semi. Glen Bitton (Yamba) went hard but couldn't build momentum as several of his waves shut down across the mid section of the reef. 

The finalists were Gavin Colman (defending his 2009 title) and three locals Gary Slater (2009 Club Champion), Drew Abdy (2nd 2002 Worlds Pro Juniors) and Marcus Hague who was back on the coast after a break in Belgium. 

We don’t run age divisions in the Kneeboard Division but have been running a consolation final so everyone can have two surfs. After installing the finalists behind the clipboards the boys were sent out in improving conditions. When the dust cleared it was Brian Gordon (northern NSW) who emerged victorious and for the second year in a row! Brian and his family are moving to Ireland soon for family reasons and we wish them well in this new chapter of their lives.

Most of us got in a pleasant free surf on Sunday morning with some at Point Cartwright and others in the beachbreaks while a few of our finalists got in an early one at Moffats. Gavin travelled a bit further south and joined the fray at Duranbah. 

The final was surfed at Moffats with reasonable 3ft rights coming through. Pleasant warm conditions saw a good crowd for all the finals with Marcus (Parkes quad) setting the pace in the kneeboard final with several nice waves. Gary (Drift) also had a few nice waves in the first half of the final. Gavin (Flashpoint) was a bit slower to fire but secured a nice wave after 10 minutes with Drew (Parkes Tri) catching some reasonable ones but probably not as long as he would have hoped for. Gavin caught a wave with only a few minutes to go that he rode beautifully and right through to the sand. This turned out to be the clincher for Gav and we later found out that this wave had been the highest scoring wave of the contest.

So congratulations to Gavin Colman for successfully defending his 2009 title and winning the kneeboard division of the Pa and Ma Bendall Memorial Contest 2010.  Well done to our other finalists, Marcus Hague who took second, Drew Abdy third and Gary Slater in fourth. 

As noted Gavin was also awarded the trophy for the highest scoring wave of the contest and this brought smiles to the kneeboard contingent. 

I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Robert ‘Bushy’ Mitchell, kneeboarder and former president and lifetime member of WindanSea Boardriders for his commitment to the club and longstanding interest in the kneeboard fraternity. It was nice to be on hand when Bushy presented Gavin with his trophy for the kneeboard title. 

Matt Clarke from Northshore won the open men’s short board and Charlie Roach (Maroochydore) took out the open women’s.

Thanks to all who entered, particularly Gavin, Glen, Brian and Al who travelled up for the event. Thanks also to everyone who helped out, judged and turned up to watch the heats, semi’s and the final. Special thanks to Mick McGuire who worked hard taking photos all weekend. 

We look forward to next year and working with KSA to hopefully integrate the Pa and Ma in with their program. 

WindanSea appreciates the ongoing support of its valued sponsors as they continue to ensure that this event runs successfully.

