
 
 
 

 

2011/Newsletter 3   26TH  May.   
 Hi Everyone, 
                       Two comps down , and the World Titles over.  Its been a very busy 
time for kneelo’s in victoria so far this year. Lots of things to report on, so lets kick it 
off with our second comp wrap. 
 
                      The second comp of the year was held in great conditions over on the 
Peninsula.  Andrew Taylor is our guest reporter. 
 
Hi members. 
 
Wasn’t it about time all the moons were in line, we had waves , off shore and the sun 
was out. You sure it was a surf competition On Sunday ? 
Anyway, with those conditions you wouldn’t expect anything less than the high 
standard of surfing we saw in both the open and B grade all day.  
With the surfing talent produced on Sunday, Victorians will excel at the coming world 
titles specially in our own backyard. 
 
For those who have forgotten already, these were the results: 
 
B Grade : B grade 1st Mark Jeffery, 2nd Rob Hunt, 3rd Peter Gorton, 4th Dave 
Cooney. 
 
Open: 1st Mike Discasscio, 2nd Tim Kadwell, 3rd Stan Kofeod, 4th Pommy 
Anderson. 
 
Thanks to all who helped. Especially Lyn Owen who tallied all day. 
 
Congratulations to Catherine Jeffery who won the raffle. 
 
See you at the Worlds. Good luck to all who have entered. 
 
Thanks 
Andrew Taylor 
                    
                      
 
.   



               
 
I have been in contact with Phillip Island Nature Park and Surfing Victoria regarding 
our permits for the final 2 comps of the year. The dates are still not finalised , but I 
will pass them on as soon as I get them.  They are tentatively early October and early 
November.  The Island is a very popular place to hold a surfing contest.  We will 
probably continue to run our first 2 comps on the peninsula as this eases the load on 
Phillip Island, and then we can fit ours in later in the year. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors , STRAPPER, NEIL LUKE , and BALI 
BOARDRIDERS.  Their support is appreciated greatly by all the members. It would 
be very difficult to run if we did not have their support, so please “SUPPORT THE 
PEOPLE THAT SUPPORT US” 
 
Once again this year. If you are surfing could you please let me know prior to the 
event so the running list and seedings can be done. 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR CLUB MEMBERS WHO COMPETED IN 
THE WORLD TITLES.   I HOPE YOU ALL ENJOYED THE EVENT ,  AND 
WELL DONE TO OUR CLUB’S FIRST WORLD CHAMPION. 
 

 
 
 
 

World Junior Champion 
Jethro Cooney 
Kneeboard Surfing Victoria 
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(Phillip Island, Vic – Tuesday 22nd March 2011). An increase in swell has seen performances levels rise 

at the 2011 ISA Kneeboard World Titles.  

  

Open competitors tackled a solid 1.5 meter swell with moderate onshore winds at Woolamai beach 

today, providing spectators and crowds with some exciting displays of kneeboard surfing. 

 

The standout performer from day 4 of the competition was Michael Novakov from North Narrabeen 

(AUS). Novakov, a three time ISA World Kneeboard Champion (1982, 1984, 1986), executed a giant lip 

line re entry on a big set wave to score 7.25 (out of a possible 10) and take the lead in the dying minutes 

of his round of 64 heat. 

 

Novakov’s two wave combined total of 11.0 (out of a possible 20) was enough to relegate Terry Day 

(AUS, 8.75) to second place with Phillipe Kilma (Tahiti, 6.65) and Rueben Gutierrez (Spain, 6.35) in third 

and fourth respectively. 

 

Fortunately for Kilma and Gutierrez, the round of 64 is a non-elimination round, with both surfers having 

another opportunity to battle it out for the last remaining spots in the round of 48. 

 

Novakov pleased with his come from behind heat victory. ”The conditions were really tough out there, 

there are some good waves but you have to be patient and hunt them down” 

 

“I have been to Phillip Island plenty of times over the years and am really looking forward to the rest of 

the event”. 

 

Despite being relelgated to the repercharge round, Kilma was all smiles in the carpark. 

 

“The weather today is really beautiful, where I am from in Tahiti is really warm, It was cold here 

yesterday and I am really pleased to see lots of sunshine”. 

 

“I would have preferred to progress through that open heat, but I am more focused on the Kahuna 

divsion”. 

 

The Kahuna division is for surfers aged between 55 and 59 and will resume at the semi final stage over 

the coming days. 

�



Phillip Island, Vic – Wednesday 23nd March 2011). In intense cold front has battered the ISA 
Kneeboard Surfing World Titles at Phillip Island. 
 
The opening heats of day 5 got underway in almost picturesque conditions before event director Adrian 
Sorati was forced to postpone the event for several hours as gale force westerly winds and persistent 
rain assaulted the event. 
 
“We knew there was a front coming, but no one could have predicted it to be this wild” said Sorati. 
 
“We have a really restricted window to run this massive event, we have had to go on hold to allow our 
judges to relocate out of the weather into the Woolamai Surf Life Saving Club ” 
 
The wild weather failed to dampen performance levels, with Hamish Christophers (NZ) locking in two of 
the highest two wave totals of the day. 
 
In his Open round of 48 heat, Christophers locked in the days single highest score of a 9.0 (out of a 
possible 10) to easily win his way through to the round of 24. 
 
Not content with his Open heat win, Christophers secured a 14.95 two wave total (out of a possible 20) 
to comfortably win his Pro Junior division heat. 
 
An emotional Albert Munoz has claimed the 2011 ISA World Kneeboard Open Title in pumping 
conditions at Woolamai Beach, Victoria, Australia. 
 
Puerto Rico born Munoz, who is a permanent resident of Australia, scored a 13.0 point two wave total 
(out of a possible 20) to beat event standout and Senior Mens Title winner Chayne Simpson (AUS 
12.25). 
 
Munoz was met at the water’s edge by his partner and young child, the emotion of the moment almost 
overwhelming him. 
 
“Since I very first rode a kneeboard I have wanted to win a world title”. 
 
“I have been dreaming about this since I was a kid”. 
 
“My biggest ambition in life is to be the best in the world, even if it is just for 20 minutes somewhere, I 
just wanted to be World Champion”. 
 
“This means everything to me and worlds don’t describe how proud I am to win today”. 
 
A powerful 2 meter swell combined with cold onshore winds made conditions tough for competitors in 
the opening heats of the day, however a nicely formed right hand inside rip bank saw plenty of high 
scoring opportunities. 
 
The opening final of the day say local Phillip Island surfer Jethro Cooney win his first ISA World Title in 
the Junior division. 
 
Cooney’s two-wave total of 8.50 (out of a possible 20) was just enough to take victory ahead of Chris 
Linn (USA, 7.50). 
 
Cooney was ecstatic with his win and was all smiles when greeted by his family and friends at the 
water’s edge. 
 
“It is a bit of a shock to win, all of the other guys surf so well”, said Cooney. 
 
“I surf here all the time so I just went out a hunted the double up rights in the rip and found a few good 
ones”. 
 
With the dropping tide making the inside banks shallow and inconsistent, Contest Director Adrian Sorati 
made the decision to put the event on hold for over three hours at the completion of the Cadets Final. 
 
With the turn of the tide improving conditions, the event resumed later in the afternoon in some of the 
best waves seen over the duration of the event. 
 
The final of the Immortals division, for surfers over 64 years of age, was decided in the last five seconds 
of the 25-minute affair. American surfer John Mel locked in a 4.50 (out of a possible 10) on the siren to 
defeat his opponent David Condon (AUS). 
 
Mel finished with a two-wave total of 9.75 (out of a possible 20), only 0.05 points ahead of Condon on 
9.70. 
 
“I couldn’t hear the commentary from the lineup, the whole heat I was looking for a second good ride” 



said Mel. 
 
“I saw David get a really good ride at the start of the heat and didn’t know what the situation was until I 
came in afterwards”. 
 
“The whole American team has been really supportive of each other, it was really special to share the 
joy of my victory with the whole team”. 
 
David Parkes (AUS) dominated his Veterans division final, locking two near perfect scores of a 9.00 and 
9.65. 
 
Parkes “It is really quite fun out there, from the land it looks cold and uninviting, but I managed to find 
two nice rides”. 
 
“I really enjoy surfing in this event, it is a great chance to catch up with friends from all over the world”. 
 
The official event presentations were held at the Isle Of White, a Major Sponsor of the Event.  Local 
Sculptor Dave Fincher provided all the trophies and Simon Curphey and his band played out the night . 
 

 
 
RESULTS 
OPEN 
1st   Albert Munoz   AUS 
2nd  Chayne Simpson   AUS 
3rd  Kyle Bryant  AUS 
4th  Dave Parkes  AUS 
 
CADETS 
1st  Tom Novakov  AUS 
2nd  Kurt Geisler  NZ 
3rd  Evan Odom  USA 
4th  Catherine Karney Jeffrey  AUS 
 
JUNIORS 
1st  Jethro Cooney  AUS 
2nd  Chris Linn  USA 
3rd  Kurt Muesberger  AUS 
4th  Shane Whitehouse  AUS 
 
PRO JUNIORS 
1st  Hamish Christophers  NZ 
2nd  Matt Novakov  AUS 
3rd  Sam Coyne  USA 
4th  Kelvin Weir  NZ 
 



WOMENS 
1st  Donna Jennings  AUS 
2nd  Jordan Cooksley  NZ 
3rd  Cynthia Wornham  USA 
4th  Rebecca Heemi  NZ 
5th  Josephine Moore  NZ 
 
SENIORS 
1st  Chayne Simpson  AUS 
2nd  Albert Munoz  AUS 
3rd  James Anderson  UK 
4th  Armando Colluci  VEN 
 
MASTERS 
1st  Kyle Bryant  AUS 
2nd  Simon Farrer  AUS 
3rd  Chris Carey  AUS 
4th  Matt Gallagher  AUS 
 
GRAND MASTERS 
1st  Michael Novakov  AUS 
2nd  Kevin Fisher  AUS 
3rd  Baden Smith  AUS 
4th  Dale Ponsford  AUS 
 
VETERANS 
1st  Dave Parkes  AUS 
2nd  Peter McLure  AUS 
3rd  Red Ceglowski  AUS 
4th  Mark Abel  AUS 
 
KAHUNAS 
1st  Craig McDonald  NZ 
2nd  Damian Coase  AUS 
3rd  Rob Rennie  AUS 
4th  Paul Satchell  AUS 
 
LEGENDS 
1st  Bob Gove  USA 
2nd  Steve Artis  AUS 
3rd  Gunther Frensch  AUS 
4th  Rudy Lausz  AUS 
 
IMMORTALS 
1st  John Mel  USA 
2nd  David Condon  AUS 
 
TAG TEAM 
1st  AUSTRALIA 
2nd  UNITED NATIONS 
3rd  USA 
4th  TAHITI 
 
 
 
 
 
Event Director  Jim Brown, was very happy with the week long event.  “ There was waves all week and 
the competitors got the chance to surf  in different locations. Highlights were Dave Parkes making the 
Open final at 50 years of age and also having the highest heat score for the week, Some of the surfing 
at Centre Crack in solid conditions was also great to watch.  The bonus was Jethro Cooney taking out 
the junior World Title”.  
 
 A large part of the week is also dedicated to the fun social activities which included Ten Pin Bowling, 
Golf, Trout Fishing and a Cruise around the bay.  All the overseas and interstate visitors were very 
impressed by the beauty of the area , and the friendliness shown to them by the locals. 
 
 
We would like to acknowledge the great support given to us by the State Government,  Bass Coast 
Shire, TAC, Phillip Island Nature Park, Bendigo Bank, Rhyll Trout and Bush Tucker Farm, Island Ink, 
Design Post, Fonterra, Island Surfboards, The CFMEU, Island Accommodation and Surfing Victoria 
 



Here is the highlights of the “out of water” fun 
 
Congratulations to all of the World Title Winners 
 
Albert Munoz 
Donna Jennings 
Tom Novakov 
Jethro Cooney 
Hamish Christophers 
Chayne Simpson 
Kyle Bryant 
Michael Novakov 
Dave Parkes 
Craig McDonald 
Bob Gove 
John Mel 
 
That’s a pretty impressive list of surfers. 
 
The event started early when Ralph, Di and Maui arrived from Tahiti on Tuesday and 
we caught a few waves early at Woolamai.  Only us and Chayne out and a bit of fun.  
A BBQ was organised for later in the week , and everyone spent the rest of the week 
surfing at either Woolamai , Right Point or Centre Crack.  There wasn’t much on offer 
but everyone was still having fun .Kenny and Sharon arrived from Sydney and helped 
out for the rest of the event.  The BBQ at my place was a fun night. The Tahitians 
were there , along with some of the American crew and also some of the Kiwi’s. 
Plenty of red wine was downed and some great stories were told .      
 
Saturday was the official opening ceremony. We had the Mayor of Bass Coast and 
The local Member of Parliament in attendance, along with Surfing Vic CEO, Max 
Wells.  The “welcome to country” was great.  I have only seen a couple of photos so 
far but I think it will be something that people will remember about their visit to the 
Island.  Steve Parker and his crew did a wonderful job,  just a shame he didn’t spear a 
fish.  Turtle Mannix was trying to get him down the deeper end of the pool where you 
can’t miss.   Speaking of Turtle, what a terrific venue he has , and what a top job he 
did catering for the entire week. 
 
Sunday morning and the  heats start.  The competition was underway and it would run 
its course.   We weren’t blessed with classic waves , but everyone knuckled down and 
gave it their best.  It was a tough week for surfing but there were still numerous 
highlights during the comp.  Albert,  Chayne, Kyle all going off.  Parksey dominating 
the veterans to such an extent that his throw away wave in the final was a “9”.  Nova 
getting some great waves at Centre Crack.   Simon doing the same , along with Matty 
G and Baden.  Marcus Hague was a quiet achiever, and Keg Geddes had a great 
comp. Tom Novakov in the Cadets, and Local , Jethro Cooney in the juniors are a 
great indication of where are sport is heading.  
The event was webcast for the first time , with live time scoring and results available 
on the internet. It was another step forward for kneeboarding and something to build 
on in the future. 
 
Monday night we went back to the Rhyll Trout Farm and Bush Tucker to try and 
catch our dinner.  With slabs of beer on offer for the best fisherman .  Biggest fish of 
the night was a 1.6kg trout caught by Kelly Ambler,  and the smallest was a 190 gram 
tiddler caught by her husband Sean Ambler.  It was that small they wouldn’t cook it. 



The Neil Luke board was being raffled tonight , and after trying to win one of Neils 
boards in New Zealand, David Condon was the lucky winner of a beautiful diamond 
tail Neil Luke. 
 
Tuesday night was 10 pin bowling night, and over 70 people turned up to try their 
hand in the lanes.  There was some very good bowlers vying for the prize of a slab of 
beer, but there were also some very, very ordinary bowlers. If it wasn’t for the 
bumpers there would have been mayhem across the lanes. There was also pool tables 
and table tennis to keep the masses happy. 
After a very close tussle, Randy Morris came out the winner , just edging out Greg 
Shewman.   Worst score of the night was won comprehensively by “the first lady”  Jill 
Brown 
 
John Mel from Freeline Surfboards very generously donated a new board to raffle and 
it was won by Neil Owen,  and I can tell you that he is surfing on it and loving it. 
 
 
Wednesday  was golf at the Aussie Golf Ranch.  A tough Par 3 , 9 hole layout at the 
western end of Cowes.  I played with Kenny, Gaz Lanham, Brad Colwell and Randy 
Morris.  It was a very even tussle with everyone having some good holes mixed in 
with some bad.  The other groups were also having a fun time , but not scoring too 
good.  The final result saw Gaz Lanham take out the prize for the best score off the 
stick.   Kenny and Sharon shared the prize for the worst score. 
Brad had a side bet with Jill Brown and after giving up 2 shots per hole he just got 
pipped.  Sorry Brad I owe you an apology. It should have only been 1 shot per hole. I 
will have to make it up to you in Tahiti. 
 
 
Thursday 
Bay cruise/  We had a terrific night cruising from Rhyll around under the bridge and 
right out to the tip of Cape Woolamai. A good group on board , with some aussies, 
Tahitians and Americans all enjoying fine food , drink , and good company.  Rumour 
has it, even a bit of Pole Dancing at one stage. After the cruise , we got the courtesy 
bus back to the Isle of Wight and continued the party there. 
While we cruised under the bridge we drew the board raffles for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   Gunther Frensch was lucky enough to win a Stewart Pontin Board., and 
he is very happy with it.     The Dave Parkes board was won by John Cullen.  He is a 
very generous supporter of kneeboarding and it was great to see him win. 
 
 
Friday was the chance to get the cobwebs out of the throat . It was Karaoke night at 
the “Isle of Fright”  A good crowd was building in anticipation of a fun night. All the 
boys and girls were there, along with some boy/girls and boy/boys.  It was very funny 
to see who was dancing with what.   The WAKA’s were the main show , Smurf was 
having a ball belting out songs , along with waka, and Mike.  Its best if you see the 
photos of this night.  I cant really put it into words .  I may face legal action !! 
 
Saturday was presentation night in the upstairs room at the Isle of Wight Hotel.  A big 
crowd was in attendance.  The magnificent hand made trophies by Dave Fincher were 
on display.  He is one of the best trophy makers in the world .  Each one was slightly 
different from the next.  There was also a hand carved didgeridoo made by Steve 
Parker , and hand painted by all the local young Boonwurrung children. This was part 
of the Open first prize .  



 The highly sought after , “Island Kneeboard” that was hand painted by Steve Parker 
was won by an elated Maui Sanford from Tahiti. I know how much he appreciated 
winning it.    Once the presentations were completed , local musician , Simon 
Curphey and his band The Roo Dogs kicked off.   And boy did they play.  The dance 
floor was jumping .  Keg was flying, Parksey was leaping and Budgie was 
headbanging. It kicked on at a couple of places till the very early hours of the morning 
 
 It was a great finish to a great week. 
 
I want to thank everyone for coming and enjoying your time here, and having fun. 
 
 
Thanks again to Kenny for all the help.  To Pete ,my right hand man. Slats,  thanks 
mate.   To Turtle, Anthony,  Tony, Neil, Rosey, Rod, Peter, Mike,  thanks for your 
help 
 
 
 

  PHILLIP ISLAND KNEEBOARD CLASSIC 
 
After almost 30 years as the driving force behind the Phillip Island Kneeboard 
Classic, Neil Luke has handed the reins over to Kneeboard Surfing Victoria.  
 
The Phillip Island Kneeboard Classic has established its name as the premier event for 
kneelo’s in this country, and one of the toughest events in the world to win. The 
cream of the worlds kneelo’s have competed over the years , and the winners read like 
a “who’s who” of world kneeboarding. It also introduced a level of professionalism 
into our sport that took our contests up a peg. 
 
Neil has worked tirelessly over his long career to promote the sport and managed to 
keep the contest going through some hard times as well as the good times. A contest 
doesn’t last for 30 years without a lot of hard work , and I would like to thank Neil for 
all his efforts over the years,  As a surfer, contest director, shaper, and friend . 
 
The event will be continuing , under the control of KSV , along with Surfing Victoria. 
We will continue with supplying qualified judges for our contest.  The contest is being 
changed to early in the year to get more favourable conditions , and as we have just 
got past the World Titles, we have decided to defer this years comp for 4 months and 
hold the comp around late March 2012. 
We have secured a naming sponsor , so as of next March the contest will be called 
 



 
 

 
Island Ink tattooz & piercing ,  The Esplanade Cowes.  
Rod from Island Ink was one of the major sponsors of the world titles and he enjoyed 
it that much that he has got behind us again.   There will be lots more news on this 
event soon so stay tuned. 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
After discussions with Surfing Victoria, it has been agreed 
that to streamline things, from 2012 we will collect the 
surfing vic membership and forward it on to them,  so now 
you only have to pay one bill.  $80 to KSV which will give 
you full membership of both KSV and Surfing Vic,  (no 
difference to what you currently pay)  Forms will be out 
later in the year. 
 
              

 
            Winner of the Surfing Victoria / Kneeboard Surfing Victoria 2010 State title is 
MICK DI SCIASSIO . 
1st place    Mick Di Sciassio 
2nd place  Dean Bould 
3rd place  Stan Kofoed 
4th place   Pommy Anderson 
Others that did very well for the year were 
5th place  Turtle Mannix 
6th place  Red Ceglowski 
7th place  Andrew Taylor 



8th place  Tim Kadwell 
 
 B Grade also came down to the final of the last comp to decide the winner. 
1st place  Jim Brown 
2nd place  Gary Finger 
3rd place  Kevin Ross 
4th place  Tony Jewell 
Congratulations to all the winners.  There was also a number of club trophies 
awarded. 
 
Best Clubman     Dave Rosenbrock 
Best Judge     Travis Sutton 
Most Improved   Josh Considine 
Encouragement Award    Catey Karney Jeffrey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
MEMBERSHIP . 
              Membership is still the same as last year  $40 (bloody cheap) and this year it 
is only half price for any juniors under 18. There is a $5 charge per surfer per comp. 
This is to pay for the food and drink at the after comp BBQ.   

Membership Details 
            You can join a number of ways, 
Send a cheque or money order, made out to  
         KNEEBOARD SURFING VICTORIA inc 
 
        And mail to, 
       KNEEBOARD SURFING VICTORIA inc. 
       c/o  Jim Brown 
       5 Hollydene Court 
        Cowes 
        3922 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Direct Deposit in any Bendigo Bank branch 
 
BSB number  633-000 
Account number 135765022 
Put your name as a reference number  (This is important so I know who made the 
deposit) and then please email me so I can keep track of this. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



You can also do it over the internet if you bank this way. 

 





 


